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A month later the position was unchanged. The Secretary
of State for Agriculture (at Limoges, April 23, 1941) declared that
in spite of restrictions it was becoming more and more difficult
to satisfy the requirements of consumption. He stated in par-
ticular that the poor crops of secondary cereals, the blockade, and
a deficit of 40 million quintals of fodder, prohibited the rearing of
more than 200,000 head of cattle; as it was impossible to continue
stall feeding until the pastures were able to maintain the full head
of beasts, very many animals that should never have been turned
into meat had to be slaughtered.
The confusion of the public powers was displayed by the
decision to suspend all minor restrictions on the movement of
potatoes and seed, and to abandon all the penalties that had been
laid down for farmers who had eomitted' to declare their stocks
(National broadcast, April 29, 1941).
On April 10, 1941, the food situation in Paris was as follows.
In spite of the reduction in the meat ration, actually consumers
were unable to draw more than half what their coupons entitled
them to. Bread was becoming blacker and blacker as a result of
the increase in the percentage of extraction to 85, raising the
proportion of bran. Arrivals of sea-fish were very inadequate
on account of the lack of fuel for the fishing-boats. The price of
eggs in the provinces prevented their being sent to Paris, where
they were subject to rigid price-fixing, and they were only to be
procured on the ' black market/ The anticipated arrivals oi
vegetables from Northern Africa were very short (Le Temps.
April 18, 1941).
The one improvement was with regard to the prospect oi
supplying the people with tinned fish during the winter of 1941-42
The 1940 production actually exceeded that for 1939 by nearly
4 million kilogrammes (Radio-Paris, May 17, 1941). We shouk
note in this matter that the control of the canning of fish and shell
fish exercised by the Scientific and Technical Office of Sea Fisherie:
was strengthened (Decree of December 18, 1940), and an officia
list was drawn up of fish and shellfish suitable for canning (Arrtt
of January 21, 1941).
In reality France could hope for any serious improvement onl;
through American assistance. This was stated by Marshal Pdtaii
on March 19, 1941, at Grenoble:
My work and my Government's labours are not always exempts
from criticism. The innumerable letters that reach me every day ofte:
show uneasiness and disappointment. In particular they contat